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The present invention relates to the gas 
phase fluorination of halogenated hydrocarbons and its 
subject is more particularly a process for catalytic 
fluorination of saturated halogenated aliphatic 
s hydrocarbons by means of chromium-based crystalline 
catalysts. 

Intensive investigations conducted into the 
substitutes for chlorofluorocarbons (CPCs) are 
directed, inter alia, Awards the synthesis of 
10 halogenated hydrocarbons which have more complex 

formulae and which are chemically more reactive. This 
new step forward in fluorination has resulted in the 
development of more active and, above all, more 
selective catalysts. Thus, chromium derivatives - 
15 already renowned as good catalysts for gas phase 

fluorination - have been the subject of more specific 
preparations (precursors, operating conditions etc) to 
improve further their catalytic performance, m some 
cases the catalytic power of chromium has also been 
20 strengthened by the addition of other metallic 

elements, such as cobalt, zinc, magnesium, iron, copper 



etc. 



in the temperature range commonly employed 
for gas phase fluorination (200-450»c> the rate of 
25 fluorination of the oxygen-containing chromium 
derivatives by hydrofluoric acid decreases 



20 
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exponentially as a function of the degree of 
fluorination of the catalyst. While an^/Cr atomic" ' " 
ratio of the order of 1.5 is rapidly reached, obtaining 
hxgher P/ Cr atomic ratios {2 S ^ a ^ fche ^ 

S Crflll), reguireS/ on the ot . er eith ^ ^ ^ 

fluorination periods <> 100 h6ttrsJ , or operation ^ 

higher temperatures, with ri sk s of degradation of the 
catalyst. 

OS Pa-ent 3,426,009 describes the synthesis 
10 °f fluorineted compounds which u ^ on ^ ^ 
fluorination witb HP with , ahzomiaB . b ^ d 
This catalyst is obtained by theraal-rsduction of C ro,. 
The activity of the catalyst depends on the pronation 
cf chroain. i n an oxidation state higher than 3, whieh 
15 xs present in the catalyst at the end of the heat 

treatment. 2t is cleariy stipulated that this calcining 
« air „nst not exceed 370-c to avoid obtaining a Cr.O, 
called -green chromius, oxide-, which is not active.in 
fluorination (coW 1, lines fi5 to 70 ^ colum> 
lines 9 to 16) . 

The catalyst claijsed in OS Patent 3,992,325 
" a trihydrated chros, iui . (I1I1 oxida . In ^ ^ 
considered for a Ion, ti„e to be amorphous, the authors 
Have identified an orthotic crystalline phase 
corresponding to a -gasusa chroninn, oxide-hydroxide - 
structure, written - y CrOOB". This crystalline phase 

has been found to be an excel is»««- a 

an exce3 -lent fluorination catalyst 

(coluznn 1, lines 20 to 30,. Xn most cases the 
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must first of all be 6ubjected to an activatioa 
3, lines 55 to 65), and it is specified that -the ..... 
te^e^ture during this activation must not exceed 
500 in order to avoid the formation of any other 
5 crystalline phase of the chromium, which is inactive in 
fluorination (column 3, aines 65 to 68 and column 4, 
lines 1 and 2) . 

A specific preparation of a chromiun 
oatalyat. described in European t , ateBt Bp ^ 

' Pr ° dU0e8 * Chrmlu - »«Y larg. .urfae. area 

(> 170 rf/g, . To exhU.it , sufficient « uorination 
activity, this catalyst a^st be a«orpho»a (page 3. 
lines 1 to 3 and Xi^e 40 to 43, and aiust therefor, 
have a !arge surface area. The authors explain that it 
is necessary to avoid a cassation at excessively high 
temperature to li«i t the riax of crystallisation of the 
throainm oxide (page 3. lines 3S to 40) . 

Only European Patent EP 548,742 Al is known 
to describe the „ S e of , crystalline ehr=niu» catalyst // 
Thi. type of oatalyat ia amoved specifically for the I 1 
Purification of F134, by ecnvareion of Flu, ,cp,.CHCl, 
i«=. PI33. (C^-CCIE,,. The catalyst, must have a 
cryetauinity hi gh . r tbail so % . ae chroaiua ^ ^ 
re either in bulx for* or ia supported on fluorineted 
alumina. The advantage of thie cryetalline chromium 
oxide ia baaed on the abaenee of emission of volatile 
and toxic chroMiu.1V!, oxyfluorides during the 
"generation (page 2 . iine. t2 to 44,. m the csee of 
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this coke-generating purification (presence of Fll22) 
the small surface area of the catalysts does _n ot permit 
a lifetime without very long regeneration (regeneration 
every 24 hours) . 

The addition of "dopants" to improve the 
catalyst performance of chromium derivatives can, in 
some cases, also retard the orystallisation of the 
catalyst. Thus, European Patent ep 546, bb3 ai claims a 
mixed catalyst based on chromium and nickel oxides. 
Although it is possible to introduce Cr 2 o, (amorphous or 
crystalline, to improve the toughness of the catalyst, 
it ia recommended to avoid excessively high 
temperatures capable of inducing a crystallisation of 
the active part of the catalyst (page 4, lines so to - 



20 



25 



Similarly, US Patent 4,S4 7 ,, e3 describes tb . 
pr.par.tion of , bulb clUlyst by preeipitltioa of ^ 
ehro.iu.ux!, s.,t doped witb , M , nesilm salt Ia . 
order to .void . drop in re.etivity ot etlIO „. w ^ 
toward, hp „ a thU3 to £aeiutate the forMt . oB ^ 

fluoriaated aotiv. species, the drying ^ ^ 
activation o £ the catalyst ar. al„. ys conducted at a 
temperature below 4O0-C (column 3, lines „ to «„ . 

Finally. European Patent EP 503 60S describe, 
a chromium catalyst promoted using a sinc-based 
compound. Her. again, as uitb ,11 tb. catalyst, 
mentioned in tbe .bov. example., the e . talytic 4eti „. tj , 
is linked with completely or partially fluorin.ted 
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species. In this particular case the active catalyst 
consists of 2i nc fluoride and chromium 6xyf luorides and " 
fluorides (page 3. lines 47 to 52). This is why it is 
desirable to pretreat these catalysts with HP before 
5 employing them in f luorinatioa. 

Oxygen-containing chromium derivatives which 
have an amorphous structure react with fluorinating 
agents and, more particularly, with hydrofluoric acid. 
The rate of fluctuation of these compounds decreases 
exponentially as a function of the degree of 
fluorination of the catalyst. Thus, under the operating 
conditions generally employed in the gas phase 
(T < 450 -C), the fluorination of chromium(III) can be 
divided into two stages: 

- a rapid initial fluorination which makes it 
possible to reach an P/Cr atomic ratio of the order of 
1-5 in a few hours , 

- a second stage which produces much more' 
slowly (several hundred hours) an F/Cr atomic ratio 

20 close to 3. 

Since this fluorination of the catalyst with 
HF Is exothermic, it requires a very gradual control 
(dilution in an inert substance, slow and controlled 
increase in temperature) . Another disadvantage is that 
25 it is accompanied by water formation which can, on the 
one hand, inhibit the catalytic activity and, on the 
other hand, give rise to high corrosion of the 
industrial tool in the presence of hydracids. 



15 
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This is why, in industrial practice, the 
rapid fluorination stage is generally carried, out in. _ 
the absence of any organic product capable of reacting 
with the fluoridating reactant (HF, etc); this 
5 treatment is commonly called "catclyst activation". 
Because cf the corrosion risks, this activation stage 
is freguently conducted in a simplified plant where the 
crude reaction product is treated directly in scrubbing 
columns, without recovery and recycling of the 
10 unreacted fluorinating reactant. 

This partially fluorinated solid already 
catalyses fluorination reactions; this is why, because 
of its excessively long duration, more extensive 
fluorination of the chromium catalyst often takes place 
in the industrial unit for the fluorination of the 
organic prelect in the presence of the reaction mixture 
(organic substances, HP, HCl, etc). This 
perfluorination of the" catalyst in the industrial 
reactor is not without its disadvantages: 

- it makes it necessary either to stop the 
activation stage in operating conditions close to those 
of -the unit for fluorination of the organic substances, 
or to carry out a very gradual start-up of the 
industrial unit, in order to spread out in time the 
release of water and of heat due to the fluorination of 
the catalyst. This exothermicity is additional to the 
unavoidable exothermicity of the adsorption of HF on 
the catalyst; 



15 
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- it presents risk* of te^erature runaway " 
with damage to the industrial tool and to the catalyst 
charge,- i„ fact, an excessive!, great thermal shock of 
the fluorinated catalyst ie often reflected in a 
5 deterioration in its mechanical properties (formation 
of powder) ; 

- finally, f OITOt:ion o£ larga ^^.^ o£ 
water at point locatione can ^ ^ ^ 

of the crucial components of ^ ^ 

Hitherto, during the preparation and use of 
catalyst, cased on chromium oxide, or hydroxides, in 
order to obtain acceptable catalytic perforce it was 
recommended to preserve the amorphca character by 
avoiding heat treatments at excessively high 
temperatures „ 4S „. C) „d under oxidizing atmMphere 

It has now been found that, provided that 
they have a sufficiently large specie ^ £ace , htffnly 
crystalline chro^ oxides exhibit good activity for 
the catalytic fluorinaeion of esturated halogenated 
aliphatic hydrocarbons. 

The presence of crystalline phas.e in the 
"new- catalyst .virgin in respect o £ any (luoriElting 

treatment) limits iirm • 

■•its its reactivity towards fluorine 

compounds and especially ay. A£ter . ^ 
the cataiysts are almost inert towards HP. changing 
very slightly during their use. they off.r the 
advantage of eliding the risks of ectropion due to 
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-ater formation. Furthermore, when compared with the 
amorphous catalysts, the crystalline catalyst, are 
■nakedly less sensitive to thermal shocfcs, especially 
to temperature rises due to the production hazards. 
5 According to the present invention, there is 

therefore provided a process for the gas phase 
catalytic fluorination of a saturated halogenated 
Aliphatic hydrocarbon by means of HP in the presence of 

a bui* or supported catalyst based on • 

cased on chromium oxide or 

B oxides of chromium and of at 

ana or at least one other 

cataxytic.xxy ictive Betal> ln wWeh M . or ^ 

t»e c*ide<s, is in th . crystalXihe state when 
cataXyst is a buIlc oatalvst< ^ 

after activation with HP, is at least B *>,<,. 

»s in the case of the amorphous catalysts of 
t«e prior art, the crystaXlire chromium cataXysts use, 
accor 41n9 to the iaventioB can ^ ^ ^ ^ 

of at least oce other catalyticaxiy active metal ,f or 
example aicrex, cohaXt, mahoaaese. Mgnesiuln< iron _ 
"" C ' VaMaiU ° «=' improve the catalytic 
performance ane/or the physicochemical properties of 
the catalysts. The atomic ratio: other active 
-etal/chrciu, is geBer axiy belou t . s a „ a pce£ 
between 0.1 and 1. 

The catalysts according to the invention can 
be obtained from amorphous chromium catalysts by 
sheeting tbe latter, be.ore or after the y are formed, 
to a heat treatment in conditions which ma,ce it 
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possible to obtain the crystallization of the active 
species and to preserve a sufficient specific surface 
(> 8 m-7g after activation with HP) . . 

The crystallization atmcsphere is an 
i important parameter. Although it may be possible to 
work under an inert suostance (nitrogen, argon, etc), 
it is preferred to perform the heat treatment in an 
oxidizing atmosphere (air, oxygen, etc) whicfc makes it 
possible to initiate the crystallization at lower 
temperatures and to obtain a larger specific surface. 
The treatment temperature is a l so important because it 
directly affects the crystallization kinetics, the 
crystallite size and the nature of the crystalline 
phases. The minimum temperature for obtaining the 
crystallization of the chromium oxide or of the oxides 
of chromium and of the additional metal depends on the 
metallic precursors employed and can be determined by 
thermal or caloric trie analysis. In general, to . 
preserve a sufficient surface area, th, temperature of 
the treatment in air is between ZCQ and 750'C, 
preferably between 400 and 700-C; xn the case of an 
undoped chromium oxide the temperature is 
advantageously lower than 650«C. 

The duration of the heat treatment is quite 
obviously related to the abovementioned parameters, but 
generally does not exceed 48 hours. In the majority of 
cases heating for 0.5 to 24 hours makes it possible to 
ob ain the required crystalline Solid . The temperature 
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rise is preferably performed gradually (20 to 
200°c/houT) . 

The stacting amorphous catalysts can be 
prepared by the different techniques known to a person 
5 skilled in the art, which make it possible to obtain 
solids of large specific surface, for example by 
coprecipitation, in the form of hydroxides, of 
different metal salts, or by reduction of Cr0 3 . Without 
any limitation being implied, a preferred method for 
10 the preparation of bulk amorphous catalysts includes 
the following stages: 

a) dissolving in water a chromium (III ) salt 
(for example chloride, sulphate or nitrate) and 
optionally a precursor of at least one other metal, it 
15 being possible for this precursor to be a salt (for 
example chloride, nitrate, acetate, sulphate etc) o-, 
provided it is soluble in the mixture, a metal oxide or 
hydroxide; 

b) formation of a sol by partial 
neutralization of the above solution with a base (NaOH, 
NH 4 OH, amines etc), it being possible for this 
neutralization to be performed directly in the case of 
the precursors of the acetate or sulphate type, or to 
require heating between 60 and 95°C beforehand in the 
case of the precursors of the nitrate or halide type; 

c) gelling of the sol by neutralization or 
basifieation to pB 6-11 (depending on the pi. of 
precipitation ot the active co-metal (s 5) by means of a 



20 
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base (NaOH, NH,OH, amines, etc); and finally 

d) washing the gel and drying between 50 and 



200«C. 



15 



To complete the formation of the sol (stage 
5 b), a complexing agent for the chromium and/or the 

additional metals may L<e added to the aqueous solution 
of the precursors, such as, for example, ammonium 
acetate, sulphate or phosphate, in a quantity which can 
be up to five times the total number of moles of the 
10 precursors. 

The gel in stage c can also be obtained by 
reduction of CrO, in solution by means of a reducing 
agent such as methanol. 

The forming of the catalyst, effected before 
or after the crystallization operatic, can be carried 
out in a manner known per i,e, for example by 
tabletting, extrusion or granulation. 

Various additives may also be added during 
the preparation of the catalysts to exUxance their 
Physicochemical and catalytic properties. It is thus 
possible to add (% relative to the weight of the final 
catalyst) : 

- 2 to 30 % of powdered CrA or Cr a CV 2B,0 

dried beforehand at 300»C, or AlO-*»o • 

' c -^j 0 ! XH,o, to improve the 

mechanical behaviour of the final catalyst, 

- 0. I to 5 % of graphite and/or 0.1 to 10 % 
of polyvinyl alcohol, to facilitate the forming by 
tabletting or extrusion, 
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- 0.1 to 20 % of floceulaat sucfi aa " 
polyacrylates or polyacryl amides, to facilitate the 
filtration of the cake recovered after neutralists. 
With a crystalline chromium catalyst 
5 according to the invention the activation stage with HP 
can be considerably reduced. It i 6 generally li»i ted to 
a temperature rise under HP in the absence of organic 
substances. However, if the catalyst has not been 
crystallized directly i„ the fluorinatioa reactor, it 
is important to dry the catalyst under inert gas or in 
air before introducing HP, in order to eliminate any 
risk of corrosion. The temperature of this drying may 
be between loo-C and the temperature employed for the 
crystallization; it is preferred, however, to perform 
the drying at a temperature oJ between 150-C and a 
temperature which is 50 -c lower than that at which the 
crystallization has been performed. 

Next, because of the heat of adsorption of HP 
on the catalyst, it is recommended to introduce this 
reaetant gradually, at a temperature of between 50 'C 
and" the temperature set for the fluorination reaction 
of the organic substances. It is generally preferred to 
perform the activation at a temperature of between 100 
and 350'C and then, as soon as the HP adsorption peaks 
have passed, it is possible to rise directly to the 
temperature required for the fluorination reaction of 
the organic compound being studied. As there is no risk 
of the catalyst being fluorinated, it. is unnecessary to 
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keep to plateaus at different temperatures. When the 
catalyst is at the desired temperature it is possible 
to commence the introduction of the organic reactants, 
and these generally replace the inert gas employed for 
the temperature rise. 

When the catalyst contains additives which 
react with the fluorinating agents it may be found 
necessary to begin with activation to ensure the 
fluorination of these compounds. However, given the low 
proportions of this third substance and generally its 
readiness to be fluorinated, the activation remains 
limited in time. This case corresponds to that of 
alumina, which is added to reinforce the mechanical 
properties of the catalyst. It does not associate with 
15 chromium but reacts with HP to form aluminium 
oxyfluorides or tri fluoride. This alumina is 
fluorinated more readily than the chromium-based 
compounds and a rapid activation of the catalyst with 
HP at a temperature of 350-400 »C makes it possible to 
bind more than 80 % of the fluorine needed to convert 
it into A1P,. A catalyst is thus obtained which 
effectively does not change further in the synthesis 
reactor. 

The crystalline catalysts according to the 
present invention can be employed for the gas phase 
fluorination of saturated halogenated aliphatic 
hydrocarbons with HP. They are particularly suitable 
for the fluorination of halogenated hydrocarbons 
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resulting in C,-C 4 fluorir.ated compounds containing one 
or more hydrogen atoms. As examples of sorting 
halogenated hydrocarbons the following compounds may 'be " 

mentioned, with no limitation being implied: CHC1 3 , 
5 CH,C1„ CBjCl-CFClj , CHC1,-CFC1„ CHCl a -CClF a , CH a Cl-CF a Cl, 

CH,-CCl Jf CHC1,-CF J# CHFC1-CF,, CH.Cl-CF,, CB^CCl.-CB,, 

CC1,-CF,-CH 3 , CC^-CF.-CBCl,, CC1 1 -CF 1 -CH J C1, CBCl^CHCl-CH, 

and CBjCl-CHCl-CH 3 . 

The temperature of the fluorination of the 
JO organic substances depends on the reaction being 

studied and quite obviously on the desired reaction 
products. Thus f in the case of a partial substitution 
of chlorine atoms with fluorine, the work is done at 
temperatures of between 50 and 350'C, the substitution 
15 of all the chlorine . atoms generally requiring 
temperatures of between 300 and 500*C. 

The contact time also depends on the reaction 
being studied and on the intended products. In most 
cases it is between 3 and 100 seconds; however, to 
20 obtain a good compromise between the degree of 

conversion and space time yield, the contact time is 
advantageously shorter than 30 seconds. 

The BF/organic compounds (s) molar ratio is 
also related to the reaction being studied. It depends, 
*nong others, on the stoichiometry of the reaction. I„ 
most cases it can vary between 1/1 and 20/1 but, here 
again, it is frequently lower than 10 in order to 
obtain high space time yields. 
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The working pressure is preferably between 1 
and 20 bars absolute (0.1 to 2 MPa) . 

Depending on their mechanical toughness, the 
catalysts according to the invention can work in a 
5 stationary bed or in a fluid bed. The catalysts whose 
activity has dropped as a consequence of fouling can be 
regenerated by purging the catalyst with a compound 
capable of oxidizing and converting the products 
(organic substances, coke etc) deposited on the 
10 catalyst as volatile products. Oxygen or a mixture 
containing oxygen (for example air) is perfectly 
suitable for this purpose and enables the initial 
activity of the catalyst to be restored. The 
exothermicity of this "combustion" must, of course, be 
5 controlled by controlling the flow rate of oxygen (at 
the beginning of regeneration a high dilution in an 
inert substance) to prevent a runaway of this 
regeneration and to avoid exceeding temperatures higher 
than 600-C. However, in contrast to the amorphous 
> solids, the catalysts according to the invention are, 
as a. result of their crystalline state, markedly less 
sensitive to temperature rises. 

To maintain the activity of the catalyst it 
is also possible to perform the fluorination reaction 
in the presence of oxygen introduced in an 0,/organic 
compound molar ratio which may range from 0.001 to 0.05 
and, preferably, is between 0.005 and 0.03. Bere again, 
the crystalline catalysts are in a stable state to 
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better withstand hi9n t9nparatures ^ ^ ^ 

The following examples illustrate the 
invention without limiting it. 

5 EBBS&Bmm B E the « r iTinf 

Catalyst 1 ,cr, 0l calcined m ^ at 40 „. CJ 
30 9 (0.075 mol) of ehroailm 
nonahydrat. Cr, H0)) ,. 9Sl0 3J g (a ^ ^ ^ 

03Mlite -""Ohydret. were added to 75 ml of 
water ,t aafcw t.»p. r «ure ana the mixture wee then 
Heated to 60-c until the ammonium oxalate was 
completely die.oi.ed. The solution was then cooled to 
»-C end then pour 4d repidly i nto a mixture or 375 mi 
° f " than01 — 375 - ot ethylene 9 !y col . The 
Precipitate obtained was filtered and then washed 
"Pe.tedly with ethane! and dried at .0-0 for 24 hours. 

The soiid obtained was then deceased ia air 
i0 °' C f " 5 «.e temperature rise oeing 

performed at a rate of I'c/min. 

Catalyst 2 

Same preparation as catalyst 1, but with the 
calcination being p. rfoIBed ^ ^ ^ ^ 

A catalyst similar to cat.l y « 1 was obtained 
'" P " d ° mi °"" crystalline phase,, b ut „ lth . BET 
surface area of IS m'/g. 

Catalyst 3 (comparative) 

"0 9 of Cr,o,. 28,0 were mixed with 276 g of 
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an aqueous solution containing 12 % of poiyvinyl 
alcohol, this alcohol facilitating the tahletting of 
this crystalline chromium oxide . After at 
for 15 hours the powder obtained was calcined in air at 
' *°°°C for 4 hours before being forced by tabletting. 

Catalyst 4 (mixed Ni-Cr crystallized at 

600»C) 

80 ml of a 1H aqueous solution of chromium 
nitrate nonahydrate and 80 ml « a lM aqueous 
of nickel chloride hexahydrate were mixed at ambient 
temperature. The mixture was then heated to 80'C and 
then cooled before 3.8 g of ^.^ Hj0 _ 
therein. The mixture was then neutralised by adding " 
" ml of i« aqueous a^onia. After filtration and 
-shing the product was dried at 100-C for 15 hours. 
0.4 g of graphite and 5.1 g of M agueQus aolution 
containing 12 % of polyvinyl alcohol Were then ^ ^ 
the solid thus obtained. After renewed drying at l 00 o C 
for 15 hours the powder obtained was calcined in air 
according to the following procedure: 

rise to 200-G (100o C /hour, , then a one-hour 
plateau f 

rise to 350°C /100°r/Ho«^i 

uuu C^nourJ, then a two-hour 

plateau, 

rise to 600 .c (100-C/hour,, then a four-hour 
plateau. 

catalyst 5 (m^ed Ni-Cr cry s tali i2e d at 
500°C) 



10 



15 



20 



25 
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Same preparation as catalyst 4 except for the 
final calcination te« peratlire (500»C instead of 600'C, . 
Catalyst 6 (mixed Mi-Cr crystallized at 
400°C) 

Same preparation as catalyst 4 but with a 
final temperature of 400-c for the calcination. 

Catalyst 7 (comparative: amorphous mixed 
Ni-Cr} 

Same preparation as catalyst 4 , but the 
calcination in air up to ^ ^ ^ ^ 

treatment at 350'C under nitrogen. 

Catalyst 8 (mixed Cr-V crystallized at 50 0 - C , 
20 g of cr ( N 0 3 , 3 .9H 3 0 and 1.57 g of VC1, were 

introduced i„to 100 ml of water Th* «= rt , * • 

wacer. The solution was then 

nMtral " ed t0 * «•« U .i „ f UN aqueOQS 

— i.. Th e gel thus £oiBed vm Mrted ^ ^ 

then fibred off Md ^ ^ oven ^ ijfloc ^ ^ 

h °° rS - 0l >^"«< then ca=in B d in air 

according to the follovino procedure: 

rise to 200-c , 100-c/hour, . then one-hour 
plateau, 

rise to 350-C (100-C/hour,, then two-hour 
plateau, 

rise to 500-c (100'c/hour> , then four-hour 
plateau . 

Catalyst 9 (comparative: amorphous mixed 
Cr-V) 

Same preparation as catalyst 8, but calcining 



1 

I 
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the powder under nitrogen at 350 «C for 4 hours. 

Catalyst 10 (crystalline mixed Cr-Mg) 
200 g (0.5 mal) of chromium nitrate 
nonahydrate and 26 g (0 .1 ^l, of magnesium nitrate 
5 hexahydrate were dissolved in 1 litre of water. The 
mixture was heated to 80-C for 2 hours and then made 
basic to P H 10.2 by the addition of aoueous ammonia. 

The gel obtained was washed twice with 450 ml 
of distilled water and then dried at 100 -c for 14 hours 
10 and finally calcined at 350-C in air for 4 hours. 

Catalyst 11 (crystalline mixed Cr-z n ) 
200 g of chromium nitrate nonahydrate and 
68 g (0.5 mol, of 2inc chloride were disgolved ^ 1 

litre of water. The whole was heated to 80 »C for 2 
hours with stirring and then taken to pH 6.7 by the 
addition of aqueous ammonia. 

The gel obtained was then washed twice with 
450 ml of distilled water and then dried at 100-C for 
14 hours and finally calcined in air at 400-C for 4 
20 hours. 

Catalyst 12 (comparative: amorphous mixed 
Cr-Zn) 

Same preparation as catalyst 11, but „ ith the 
*.nal calcination pa r£ormed at 300 „ c ^ 

OF piaaa 

The performance of catalysts 1 to 12 and that 
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of a crystalline bulx CrO, (catalyst 13 hereinafter) w as 
tested, after activation with HP , in the fluorination 

of l-chloro-2,2,2-trifl U orcethane (F133a) at 
atmospheric pressure. 

5 The hydrofluoric acid employed is a 

commercial product containing only .races of water and 
the starting F133a is a 99.9% pure product . The 
employed is , 20 . ml Inconel ^ ^ ^ 



oven 

10 



15 



Before the fluctuation test the catalyst 
ml) pi aC e d in the reactor was first of all dried 
under nitrogen (5 1/h) for 2 hours at 250-C and then 
activated according to one or other of the following 
activation methods: 

(a) Short activation at low te-uperature (for 
catalysts 1, 2 , 3, 8 and 13) 

HP is added gradually at 250 *C to the 
nitrogen stream and then, after the exothermicity peaks 
due to the adsorption of HP on the catalyst have 
passed, the latter is heated to the temperature chosen 
for the fluorination reaction. 

Next, at this temperature and without keeping 
to any plateau, the nitrogen is gradually replaced with 
- P133a and the flow rates are adjusted to obtain the 
25 chosen BP/F133a molar ratio. 

(b) Long activation at low temperature (for 
catalysts 7, 9 , l0 ^ 12) 

Same activation as above but a plateau of 10 



20 
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hcurs & ' 3S0»C is observed before introducing Fl33a. 

(c) Activation at high temperature {for 
catalysts A, 5, 6 and 11) 

HF is added gradually at 250 °C to the 
5 nitrogen stream and then, after the exothermicity peaks 
have pass-d, the catalyst is heated" to 450'C (only 
400-c in the case of catalyst 6 and 350»C in the case 
of catalyst 10). After a plateau of 6 hours at this 
temperature the latter is returned to 350»C and the V 
10 hitrogen is gradually replaced with F133a to adjust the 
flow rates to the chosen HF/F133a molar ratio. 

Before being introduced into the reactor the 
reactants are mixed and heated to the reaction 
temperature in an Inconel preheater. 
15 . After cashing with water (removal of the 

hydracids, and drying over CaCl, the reaction products 
are analysed in line by gas phase chromatography. 

The characteristics of each catalyst before 
activation (new catalyst) and after activation with HP 
20 are assembled in Table 1 which follows. The pore 

volumes shown were determined by mercury porosimetry 
and correspond to the volume of the pores of radius of 
between 4 run and 63 urn. 

The operating conditions and the results 
25 obtained in the tests for fluorination of F133a to 
F134a are collated in Table II. 

Table III gives the characteristics of the 
spent catalysts 4 f 7 and 13, that is to say after the 
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fluoridation testa F9, F14 an d P5 respectively. 
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j TABLE III 

i 

I Characteristics of the spent catalysts 

I 



5 



10 



CATALYST NO. 


** 




13 


Age ( hours ) 




ZOO 


loo 


BET surface area (raVg) 


32.4 






Weight analysis: 








Cr% 


25.7 


19.2 


60.7 * 


Ni% 


27.3 


21 




Al% 


7 


6.3 




F % 


18.3 


33.5 


3.5 



15 



20 



Tests PI, F2 and F3 show that it is possible 
to obtain good catalytic results, close to the 
thermodynamic equilibrium, with crystalline bulk 
catalysts of low fluorine content but which after 
activation have a surface area greater than 8 mVg. 

In catalysts 1 and 2 the chromium is very 
predominantly in the oxidation state of III. On the 
other hand, in catalyst 13 in Tests F3, F4 and F5 the 
chromium is in the oxidation state of IV. Very good 
catalytic results are nevertheless obtained; a lifetime 
of 186 hours (Tests F4 and F5) even shows a very good 
stability of this activity. 

Test F6^ shows that a crystalline chromium 
oxide exhibiting a specific surface that is too low 



0 
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after activation (catalyst 3) results in a very low 
activity. 

Tests ?7 to Pll show the influence of the 
crystallization temperature of a bulk Ni-Cr catalyst on 
its catalytic activity. The results obtained with a 
contact time of 4 seconds (Tests F7, P10 and Pll) show 
that the optimum crystallization temperature (best 
compromise between fluorination of the catalyst during 
the activation and catalytic activity) is between 50d > 
and 600 *c. it is also found that catalyst 4, calcined 
at 600-c, exhibits a relatively stable activity (Tests 
P8 and P9) ; the slight deactivation observed is due 
solely to an initiation of coking of the catalyst 
because of a slightly low O a /F133a ratio. On the other 
hand, if the fluorine contents of catalyst 4 are 
compared at different stages (Tables 1 and III) , it is 
found that this content effectively does not change 
further after activation; the change from 15 to 18 % 
over 400 hours of test corresponds to the fluorination 
of the alumina present in the catalyst, the active 
constituents of the catalyst (chromium and nickel 
derivatives) not being fluorinated, or very slightiy 
so . 

When tested in similar operating conditions, 
the amorphous Ni-Cr catalyst (catalyst 7) has an 
activity equivalent to that of the crystalline Ni-Cr 
catalyst,. However,, it is deactivated more rapidly and, 
above all, its fluorination continues during the 
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fluoridation test to reach 33.5 % of fluorine after 
only 288 hours of test. 

Tests F15 and F16 make it possible to compare 
the catalytic activities of bulk catalysts based on 
5 chromium and vanadium, one being in amorphous form 

(catalyst 9), the other being crystalline (catalyst 8). 
Although slightly less active than its amorphous 
homologue, the crystalline catalyst has the advantage 
of being fluorinated very slightly; 3.5 % of fluorine 
10 after activation (19.7 % in the case of the amorphous 
catalyst) . 
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The claims defining the invention are as follows: 



x * Process for the gas phase catalytic 

flucrination of a saturated halogenated aliphatic 
hydrocarbon by means of hydrofluoric acid in the 
presence of a bulk or supported catalyst based on 
chromium oxide or oxides of chromium and at least one 
other catalytically active metal, in which the major 
part of the oxide(s) is in the crystalline state and,' 
when the catalyst is a bulJc catalyst, its specific 
surface, after activation with HF, is at least a m 2 /g. 
2. Process according to claim l, in which the 

metal associated with the chromium is chosen from 
magnesium, nickel, zinc, iron, cobalt, vanadium and 
manganese. 

3- Process according to claim 2, in which the 

atomic ratio of other active metal/chromium is below 
1.2. 



4. 



Process according to claim 2, in which the 
atomic ratio of other active metal /chromium is between 
o.i and l. 

5. Process according to any one of Claims l to 
4, in which the crystalline phase comprises the oxide 
^r.o„ cro 2 , Nicr 2 o„ Nicro,, KiCr0 4 , MgC ro 4 , or Zncr 2 o, or 
a mixture of these oxides. 

6. Process according to any one of Claims i to 
s,. in which the catalyst is obtained by subjecting an 
amorphous catalyst to heat treatment under conditions 
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sufficient to obtain the crystallization of the active 
species. 

7. Process according to Claim 6, in which the 
treatment is performed under inert or oxidizing 
atmosphere at a temperature of between 300 and 750 °C. 

8. Process according to Claim S, in which the 
treatment is performed under inert or oxidizing 
atmosphere at a temperature of between 400 and 70 0*c. 

9. Process according to any one of Claims 1 to* 
8, in which, before the fluorination of the saturated 
halogenated aliphatic hydrocarbon, the catalyst is 
activated by means of HP at a temperature of between 
100 and 350°C. 

10. Process according to anyone of Claims 1 to 9, 
in which the halogenated hydrocarbon to be fluorinated 
is a C x -C 4 compound containing one or more hydrogen 
atoms . 

11. Process according to any one of Claims 1 to 9 
in which l-chloro-2,2,2-trifluoroethane is fluorinated 
to 1,1,1,2-tetrafluoroethane. 

12. Process according to claim 1, substantially 
as described in the Examples. 

13- A fluorinated hydrocarbon obtained by the 

process claimed in any one of Claims 1 to 12 . 

DATED this SEVENTH day of DECEMBER 19% 

Elf Acochem S.A. 

Patent Attorneys for the Applicant 
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ABSTRACT 

GAS PHASE FLUORIDATION BY MEANS OF 
CRYSTALLINE CATALYSTS 

The invention relates to the gas phase 
catalytic fluorination of saturated halogenated 
aliphatic hydrocarbons by means of HF. 

A bulk or supported catalyst is employed, 
based on chromium oxide or oxides of chromium an d of at 
least one other catalytically active metal, in which 
the major part of the oxide (a} is in the crystalline 
state. In the case of a bulk catalyst, the specific 
surface, after activation with HP, is at least 8 m 2 /g. 

Using this catalyst, good catalytic 
performance is achieved. 



